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To our honored guests,

Welcome to Hokkaido and Sapporo. As a token of our heartfelt welcome and thanks, we

would like to present you with this small gift from our beloved Hokkaido.

This tapestry is decorated with Ainu patterned embroidery, a traditional craft of the Ainu

people, who have long inhabited Hokkaido. The swirling pattern is said to derive from the

swirling of river currents and winds,

as well as vines that entwine the trees. The care that goes into every single hand-sewn stitch is

believed to ward off evil spirits.

After you return home, please keep this article close to you; we hope it will serve to remind

you of the beautiful nature of Hokkaido, the streetscapes of Sapporo and the warmth of the

local people.

On behalf of the people of Hokkaido, we wish you well and look forward to the day we can

welcome you back to Hokkaido and Sapporo once more.

Harumi TAKAHASHI, Governor of Hokkaido
Fumio UEDA, Mayor of Sapporo
(The APEC 2010 MRT Hokkaido-Sapporo Executive Council)
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